
® 
The Safe Kids Chapter is a part of the National Safe Kids Campaign and serves the local community 

with car seat check-up events, bike rodeos, and a variety of other safety related events and programs. 

Some Safe Kids prevention areas include: safe bath water temperatures, gun trigger locks, 

child passenger safety, bicycle and pedestrian awareness, fire safety, and lead poisoning  

prevention. 

According to the National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration, 4 out of every 5 car seats are 

used incorrectly. As an answer to this obvious problem, the Safe Kids Chapter hosts 4 car seats 

checks annually. During these events, certified child passenger safety technicians examine your car 

seat and how it is installed in your vehicle. The technician then assists in the proper installation of 

your car seat.    

A bicycle rodeo is an event set up for kids of varying ages to have their bikes checked out for safety, 

to be fitted for a bicycle helmet, and to run through an obstacle course to test and evaluate their bike 

skills. The rodeo is designed to bring kids together so they can learn these skills in a fun and exciting 

way. The Safe Kids Chapter tries to host at least 2 rodeos in the community annually. 

Any of these, or other, Safe Kids related events can be held alone, or as a part of another organized 

event, such as a Safety Day or Health Fair 

Contact April Kauffman, Safe Kids Chapter Coordinator at 217-253-4137 to schedule an event in your 

community. Also, if you are interested in another of the Safe Kid's areas of safety and prevention, call 

and we can discuss a collaboration, or course of action to address the issue. 

 

For more information on Safe Kids and Safe Kids Initiatives, go to www.safekids.org. 

http://www.safekids.org


Car seat safety checks are held at the Health Department, throughout the week with a scheduled  

appointment. Advertised safety checks will be conducted throughout the county during the year.  

If you have any questions, or would like to make an appointment, call (217) 253-4137.  

Keep rear facing until over 12-18 

months. Harness straps should be at 

or BELOW the shoulders. Harness 

should be snug and tight, and not 

able to be pinched. NO heavy winter 

coats. Maintain clip at armpit level. 

Harness should be snug and tight, 

and not able to be pinched. Harness 

system should be used until child is 

40lbs and 4years old. Lap and shoul-

der belt must be used with all. No lap 

only seat belts. Buckle boosters in 

even if child is not in it. 

Harness Straps should be at or 

ABOVE the shoulders. Retainer clip 

should always be at armpit level. 

Harness should be snug and tight, and 

not able to be pinched. Seat should be 

in the upright position. Seat will go to 

40 lbs. NO heavy coats. 

Car Seat should move less than inch 

when installed in vehicle. Seat belt 

should be in locked mode. Please call 

to schedule a car seat check if you 

are having problems installing the 

car seat.  

New vehicle should be checked for 

compatibility issues. 

If car seat was involved in a crash, 

car seat must be replaced. 



Car seat safety checks are held at the Health Department, throughout the week with a scheduled  

appointment. Advertised safety checks will be conducted throughout the county during the year.  

If you have any questions, or would like to make an appointment, call (217) 253-4137.  

How long can I keep the car seat? 
 

 A seat may be kept until the child no longer fits the seat. 
 Remember, if the seat is in any type of vehicle crash, the seat will be replaced with NO            

QUESTIONS ASKED. It is not safe to use a seat that has been involved in a crash! 
 

How do I use the car seat properly? 

 

 A certified child passenger safety technician will provide hands on training to teach adults how to 

make the proper adjustments to fit the seat to the child. The technician will also train the adult to cor-

rectly install the seat in the vehicle. 
 If you have any questions, please call (217) 253-4137. 
 

What is the law in Illinois regarding children as passengers? 

 

The Child Passenger Protection Act was established to protect the health and safety of children through 

the proper use of “approved child restraint systems.” You can view this information at 

http:www.buckleupillinois.org/illaw.html  

No one child safety seat is ‘best.' The ‘best' child safety seat is the one that fits your child and 

can be installed correctly every time. 


